
A Brief History of St David's Church, Shenley Green 

St David's Church was established to serve the growing community of Shenley Green as 
Birmingham expanded after the Second World War. At that time, the area was largely 
farmland and formed part of the parishes of St Laurence, Northfield, and St Gabriel, 
Weoley Castle. 

The church's story began in 1958, when Deaconess Elsie Tongue started ministry in the 
area, holding meetings in homes and community buildings. In 1959, Revd David J. 
Pendleton was appointed Priest-in-Charge, and regular worship began in the Lower 
Shenley Residents' Hall. 

The Church Hall was dedicated on 25 September 1962 and became the centre of 
worship and community life while the church building was planned. On 29 November 
1965, St David's became a Statutory District, and Revd Pendleton was instituted as its 
first Vicar. 

The land for the church, hall and vicarage was generously donated by the Bournville 
Village Trust. Construction of the church began in 1969, with stones from St David's 
Cathedral in Pembrokeshire brought to Shenley Green as a symbolic link with Wales 
and the church's patron saint. 

St David's Church was consecrated on 9 May 1970 by the Bishop of Birmingham. 
Designed to bring the congregation close to the altar, the building also provides flexible 
space for worship, music, learning and community events. 

Today, St David's continues its mission as a welcoming church at the heart of Shenley 
Green. 

Following Jesus. Welcoming all. Serving the community. 

 


